
“Forging Greatness Through Affliction”  

1 Samuel 1-2 

Mother’s Day (May 8, 2011) 

 

[1 Samuel 1-2:11, 18-21] 

 

There is no greater ministry that a mom will ever have than raising her 

children to fear, honor, and love the Lord with all of their hearts. Today I 

want to encourage you that even life’s adversities can be a tool of growth 

in the lives of our children.  

  

How many of you moms, while your child was still in your womb, 

wondered what your child would become?  You could not help but dream 

of greatness for that child.  

 

• Elizabeth: Luke 1:15-16  

“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink 

no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while 

yet in his mother's womb.  And he will turn many of the sons of 

Israel back to the Lord their God.” 

 

• Mary: Luke 1:32-33 

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; 

and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 

and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 

kingdom will have no end.”  

 

In every generation God has raised up those who would fulfill His great 

purposes. And so it was with Samuel.  1 Sam. 3:1 says, “A word from the 

Lord was rare in those days, visions were infrequent.”  God’s people were 

doing what was right in their own eyes and they were far from the Lord.  

 

And so as God looked forward in time, He saw it necessary to raise up a 

great and loyal prophet, who from his earliest days would learn to discern 

the voice of God. A young man that would be raised in the priesthood of 

the temple, who would be dedicated to the Lord from his earliest days, 

and have an unwavering heart of devotion to His God.  

 

Samuel would be the man to bring the word of God to His people. He 

would be the voice of revival. It was the ministry of Samuel that would 

stand behind King Saul and King David through whom the Messiah 

would come.  

 

But how would God prepare this young boy for such great service? And 

how would He prepare his mother to release him at such a young age?  

 

God would close Hannah’s womb for a time. Notice that twice we are told 

that “the Lord had closed her womb” (1 Sam. 1:5-6).  From our human 

perspective we would say, “God was withholding His blessing from 

Hannah.” But in reality, God was preparing Hannah for a greater blessing. 

God was preparing her son for greatness. God was preparing godly 

leadership for an entire nation.  

 

And so God would close Hannah’s womb for a time to bring her to a 

point of desperation so that in her desperation she would cry out to God 

and even vow to give her son back to the Lord.  

 

Life Principle:  God will use your pain to prepare you for His 

blessing. He will use your pain to prepare your child for greatness.  

 

 

The key is how you respond to the affliction that God allows in your 

life.  If you resist it, fight it, and become embittered by it, then you will 

forfeit the work that God is seeking to accomplish in your life through it, 

and you will teach your children that the greatest priority in one’s life is 

being comfortable—that life is all about self. But if affliction causes you 

to trust in the Lord and opens your heart to His purifying work, then you 

will grow and be poised for the deeper work of God’s blessing. And you 

will teach your children to trust the Lord in every situation. You will give 

them the gift of a God-centered life by responding to affliction with faith.  

 

Sometimes God will use affliction not only to shape you, but He will also 

use affliction in your life to shape your children as they observe your 

God-centered response.   

 

This is the case with Hannah.  

God would use her pain and disillusionment to drive her to God at all 

cost. Through her affliction He would bring blessing because she trusted 

in the Lord. Through her pain He would prepare her son for greatness 

(humility, servanthood, and godly influence).  



 

Never underestimate God’s ability to use any situation to fulfill His 

glorious purposes in your life and the lives of your children.  

 

Let’s look at 3 qualities that shaped Hannah’s response to affliction:  

 

1. Hannah had a tender heart (1 Sam. 1:7). 

 

I gather this from vs. 7. “Year after year” she was bitterly 

afflicted by the hateful, jealous words of Peninnah, but apparently 

Hannah did not allow it to harden her heart against the Lord. Year 

after year she would weep and fast. But she didn’t give up on her 

faith in God. She continued to seek the Lord in her pain—and 

Samuel would eventually do the same!  

 

A tender heart will make you feel pain more deeply at times, but 

it will also allow affliction to produce blessing in the hand of 

God.  

 

Mothering begins long before you have children. It is the 

condition of your heart, largely shaped by your response to 

affliction, that will determine the quality of your life. And 

THAT will determine your influence on impressionable lives.  
 

More than your philosophy, style, or technique of parenting, your 

life will shape your children.  Young men and women begin 

early! Pay attention to the direction of your heart. Moms and 

dads, pray for a tenderness of heart that God can shape through 

any circumstance.  

 

Pray for a tender heart! 

 

2. Hannah was a woman of prayer (1 Sam. 1:10-11). 

 

When her pain and affliction reached its pinnacle in vs. 10 she 

cried out to the Lord. 

 

“She, greatly distressed, prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly.” 

 

She turned to the Lord in her distress.  

She trusted the Lord in her affliction.  

 

Faith + Affliction = prayer with absolute dependence on God.  

 

Hannah poured out her soul before the Lord (vs. 15) with a depth 

of intimacy that could only come through affliction. Have you 

ever been there? God will meet you there.  

 

God will use affliction to teach you to pray because a parent’s 

prayer is the doorway to God’s blessing in a child’s life. Don’t 

miss the teachable moment. Affliction is God’s call for you to 

pray. He is preparing you to impart blessing on your children.  

 

Pray for the power of a praying heart.  

 

3. Hannah understood the Sovereignty of God even though she 

didn’t understand His ways (1 Sam. 1:11). 

 

Was Hannah disillusioned? I’m sure.  

Did she ask “why?” Probably.  

Did she struggle with understanding God’s will? Certainly.  

 

But she never lost sight of the fact that God is Sovereign. She 

understood that He alone could change her situation. And she 

turned to Him.  

 

“She made a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed 

look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and 

not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a 

son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and 

a razor shall never come on his head.” [vs. 11]
  
 

 

� She turned to God because He is Sovereign. 

� She could entrust her young son to God because He is 

Sovereign. 

 

Notice that when Hannah presented Samuel to the Lord, she burst 

into praise and her worship centered around this magnificent truth 

that God is Sovereign.  

 



1 Sam. 2:2, 7-10 
 "There is no one holy like the LORD, 

         Indeed, there is no one besides You, 

         Nor is there any rock like our God. 

 "The LORD makes poor and rich; 

         He brings low, He also exalts.  

 "He raises the poor from the dust 

 He lifts the needy from the ash heap 

 To make them sit with nobles, 

          And inherit a seat of honor; 

         For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, 

          And He set the world on them.  

"He keeps the feet of His godly ones, 

 But the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; 

 For not by might shall a man prevail.  

"Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; 

 Against them He will thunder in the heavens, 

 The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 

         And He will give strength to His king, 

        And will exalt the horn of His anointed." 

 

Every family will go through trials and tribulations. But we must cling to 

the Sovereignty of God with full confidence that He has the power to 

either change our situation or fulfill good purposes through it.  

 

Hannah responded to affliction with a tender heart, persistent prayer, and 

confidence in the sovereignty of God.  In a word, Hannah had a God-

centered life. And in the end, it was her reward!  

 

And it was because of her God-centered life that God used her pain to 

prepare her for blessing, and He used her pain to prepare her son for 

greatness.  

 

This is not just a theoretical concept to me. One of the things that 

prepared me for a life of ministry (more than 7 years of schooling) was 

the life lesson of watching my Mom respond to the affliction of MS, and 

seeing her respond with dependence on the Lord rather than resistance to 

the Lord. Through her God-centered praying and suffering, Jesus 

appeared sweet to me.  

 

One of the things that prepared me for a life of ministry was an elderly 

German woman that I never met who prayed for 7 generations of 

preachers to follow in her line. And I am the preacher in the 7
th
 

generation.  

 

One of the things that prepared me for a life of ministry was watching my 

Grandfather pastor small, rural churches in his elderly years ~ with 

diminishing health but undiminished joy.  When he lost a leg to diabetes, 

He gained strength to stand in His faith. And I saw the sweetness of Jesus 

in Him.  

 

Don’t miss the teachable moments.  

God will use your pain to prepare you for His blessing.  

He will use your pain to prepare your child for greatness.  

But you must trust His sovereign greatness.  

 

By the way, sometimes God will use even afflictions in parenting itself to 

shape us for the sake of sculpting our children. I have discovered that God 

uses my children to shape me inasmuch as He shapes them through me. 

Parenting is discipleship. So we look for teachable moments in the lives 

of our kids, but what about the teachable moments they create for us?  

• Spilled milk, grape juice and permanent marker on the carpet 

• Tumultuous teen years 

• Independent years of adulthood when your primary influence is 

prayer 

 

Moms, when affliction assaults you - whatever the source - God is on 

your side. Don’t miss the teachable moment that God has allowed for 

both you and your children.  

 

Let me leave you with three encouragements for Moms:  

1. Prayer Produces 

 

We see this in the life of Hannah. God really works through 

prayer.  

 

James 5:16 - “the effective prayer of a righteous man can 

accomplish much” - Moms are no exception.  

 



It goes without saying, but I can’t say it enough - Moms, pray for 

your children. Not just for good behavior, good grades and 

success. Pray for their hearts… 

• Humility 

• Tender hearts toward the Lord 

• Love for God 

• Honor 

• Truth and mercy 

• Generosity  

• God-centered hearts of worship 

• Faith (confidence in God) 

• Hunger for the Word  

• Know God in His sovereign greatness  

• Prayer 

 

2. Modeling Matters 

 

Children see more than they hear. They will follow our example. 

It’s one thing for us to pray for them and teach them. But if we 

don’t model God-centered living for them, they won’t get it.  
 

Even though Hannah had only a few years with Samuel, her 

character and relationship with God was the foundation of his 

life.  

• Hannah was a woman of prayer.  

Samuel: “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I 

should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you; 

but I will instruct you in the good and right way. Only 

fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with all your 

heart; for consider what great things He has done for 

you.” (1 Sam 12:23-24; see also 1 Sam 8:6). 
 

• Hannah was a faithful woman of integrity who kept her 

vow to the Lord.  

Samuel became a faithful servant of the Lord who would 

not compromise his loyalty to God. 

 

• Hannah turned to God with her rejection. 

Samuel turned to God when he felt rejected by the people 

who asked for a king instead. 

• Hannah dedicated her son to the Lord. 

• Samuel spent his life serving the Lord.  

 

• Hannah trusted in God’s Sovereignty. 

• Samuel trusted in God’s sovereign choice for a king. 

 

• Hannah lived a God-centered life. 

Samuel lived a God-centered life. 

 

So pray for God’s Spirit to soften your own heart. Pray for God’s Word to 

change you as you seek to live it out. Pray for God to shape a worshiping 

heart in you and allow Him to use affliction to purify you. Establish 

healthy habits of the heart that include your kids. 

 

3. Instruction Impacts  
 

We must be proactive in teaching our children the wisdom of 

God’s Word as it applies to their lives. We must instruct them in 

the doctrine of salvation. We must read Bible stories to our young 

children and teach them how to pray. We must talk to our teens 

about the ways of God as we are given opportunities to endure 

hardship and forgive others. It is imperative that the conversations 

we have with our kids about life are conversations about God.  

 

Deut. 6:5-7—“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words, which I 

am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and you shall teach 

them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when 

you rise up. 

--The most essential spiritual truths that are to be passed on to our 

children have been entrusted into the hands of parents.  

 

Hannah had just a few short years to instruct (teach and train) Samuel, but 

never assume your children are too young for you to start teaching them.  

 

 

 



Illus: John Rosemond
1
: "By age 3, a child has arrived at one of two conclusions: 

Conclusion #1 It is my job (child) to pay attention to them (my parents). 

  Conclusion #2 It's their job to pay attention to and do things for me." 

 

Teaching is essential. But it must be supported by our modeling and 

empowered by our praying.  

 

You must Pray because they need God’s work on their heart (God).  

You must Model because they need your example (Self).  

You must Instruct because they need understanding (them).  

 

If you pray it, model it, and teach it, God will build His greatness into 

your children.  
 

 

PRAYER: Joanne Frandsen 

 

SONG: “I Prayed for this Child” ~ Lisa Elias & Pauline Spenst 

 

PRAYER of BLESSING on Moms  

 

                                                           
1
 Focus on the Family broadcast, April 22, 2009.  


